worms:
city of religions
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Luther and
the Reformation
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location of the Imperial Diet and the
present day Heylshof Park (1). The
place in which Luther made his brave
declaration is marked by a plaque on
the ground. With some imagination,
it is also possible to picture Luther's
other stops on those ten days. On 16th
April, coming from Oppenheim, he
entered the city through the beautiful
St. Martin's Gate (2). A replica of
this magnificent city gate is still
standing at the mouth of Kämmererstraße. A commemorative plaque
reminds us of the Johanniterhof (3)
in Hardtgasse, where Luther stayed
during his time in Worms and
probably found little rest. A place
where the eventful history of that time
can perhaps be experienced most
authentically is St. Magnus' Church
(4) in Weckerlingplatz, which is built
on foundations from the Franconian
period. Parts of the Carolingian
building are still visible today. In what
was once the parish church for the St.
Andrew's chapter, sermons were
preached in the spirit of Luther's
teaching as early as 1521. Thus, the
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Martin Luther spent just ten days
in Worms, but these ten days
fundamentally changed the world.
The Augustinian monk from
Wittenberg was summoned to the
Imperial Diet, which had already
begun in January 1521 as he had
already caused trouble for some time.
With his demand for a return to the
roots of the Christian faith, he struck
a chord with many of his
contemporaries. His opponents,
however, saw his writings as a clear
declaration of war on Rome and also
as a rebellion against authority. Now
he was supposed to disassociate
himself from what he had written.
Luther asked for time to consider, and
then decided not to compromise. He
said that if he could not be confuted
by the holy scriptures, which were
his only point of reference, then he
did not want to and could not recant
"because to go against one's conscience
is neither right nor safe".
These famous sentences were uttered
in the episcopal palace, the historic

nibelungenstadt

little church was a starting point for
the Protestant movement in Worms
and is considered to be one of the
oldest Reformation churches in southwest Germany.
The most important testimony to the
Protestant story of Worms, which no
visitor to the city leaves out, is the
Luther Memorial (5), the largest
Reformation memorial in the world,
designed and constructed by Ernst
Rietschel and his pupils Donndorf,
Schilling and Kietz, and inaugurated
in 1868. Martin Luther with his bible
in his hand is, of course, at the centre.
He is surrounded by the forerunners
of the Reformation, John Wycliffe,
Peter Waldo, Girolamo Savonarola and
Jan Hus. Like a mighty fortress,
Frederick the Wise of Saxony, who
brought him to safety at Wartburg as
Junker Jörg; his supporter Philipp,
landgrave of Hessen; and his friends

and comrades Johannes Reuchlin and
Philipp Melanchthon stand around
him. Reliefs and medallions allude to
important stages of the Reformation.
And finally there are the three ladies
Speyer, Augsburg and Magdeburg who
symbolise the key points of the
Reformation.
The Luther Room in the Worms City
Museum (6) in St. Andrew's Collegiate
Church deals specifically with Luther's
stay in Worms. Visitors can see a copy
of a Luther Bible from 1521 with
handwritten annotations by the
reformer (the original is kept by the
city library), the head of Luther that
Ernst Rietschel originally designed for
the Luther Memorial, and much more.
The Worms city library has a uniquely
rich collection of bibles and writings
(617 titles) from this period, including
a copy of the "New Testament" by
William Tyndale. The English reformer
had the first edition printed by Peter
Schöffer the Younger in Worms.
Just under 200 years after the famous
Imperial Diet, the municipal authorities

At the start of the 20th century, another
church was built in the western quarter
of the city in memory of the reformer,
the Luther Church (8), a fine example
of Darmstadt Art Nouveau.

had the Reformation memorial church,
Trinity Church (7) built in
Marktplatz/market place because
they believed that the decisive hearing
took place here in the town hall. After
the destruction of the church in the
Second World War, the baroque outer
façade was largely preserved, whilst
the interior looks completely different
because there was a conscious desire
not to seamlessly follow on from earlier
times. Luther's appearance at the
Imperial Diet is depicted as a mosaic
on the wall of the tower. The five
stained glass windows illustrate the
creed together with Luther's
declarations, which decorate the walls
in ornamental capital letters.

The fact that there are many legends
surrounding Luther is demonstrated
by the remains of the Luther Tree (9)
in the Pfiffligheim district. The once
huge elm is supposed to have grown
out of a stick as testimony to the truth
of the protestant faith.

TIP
Worms tourist information office offers a guided tour in costume
especially for groups. Let yourselves be whisked away into the days
of Luther's stay in Worms, and experience all kinds of interesting,
humorous and strange things from the days when the Reformation
was given its decisive boost in Germany, in addition to the theses
being posted in Wittenberg. "Here stand I, I can do no other..." .
Further information: www.worms.de

